
21st Century Literacy Teacher Reflection 

 

This section should be reflected upon during the month of February and we will 
engage in a professional discussion at the March 4th staff meeting. 

 

Today, it is clear that further evolution of curriculum, assessment, and teaching 
practice itself is necessary. 

Literacy has always been a collection of cultural and communicative practices 
shared among members of particular groups. As society and technology change, 
so does literacy. Because technology has increased the intensity and complexity 
of literate environments, the twenty-first century demands that a literate person 
possess a wide range of abilities and competencies.  Twenty-first century readers 
and writers need to: 

- Develop proficiency with the tools of technology 

- Build relationships with others to pose and solve problems collaboratively and 
cross-culturally 

- Design and share information for global communities to meet a variety of 
purposes 

- Manage, analyze, and synthesize multiple streams of simultaneous 
information 

- Create, critique, analyze, and evaluate multimedia texts 

- Attend to the ethical responsibilities required by these complex environments 

 

Elements of the Framework 

 Applied to students of English language arts, the literacy demands of the 21st 
century have implications for how teachers plan, support, and assess student 
learning.  Teachers benefit from reflecting on questions associated with 21st 
century literacy demands. 

  



Develop proficiency with the tools of technology 

Students in the 21st century should have experience with and develop skills around technological tools 
used in the classroom and the world around them. Through this they will learn about technology and 
learn through technology. In addition, they must be able to select the most appropriate tools to address 
particular needs. 

Questions to Consider YES NO ? 

Do your students use technology as a tool for communication, research, and 
creation of new works? 

   

Do your students (evaluate and) use digital tools and resources that match the 
work they are doing? 

   

Do your students find relevant and reliable sources that meet their needs?    

Do your students take risks and try new things with tools available to them?    

Do your students, independently and collaboratively, solve problems as they arise 
in their work? 

   

Do your students use a variety of tools correctly and efficiently?    

 

 

Build relationships with others to pose and solve problems  

Students in the 21st century need interpersonal skills in order to work collaboratively in both face-to-face 
and virtual environments to use and develop problem-solving skills.  When learning experiences are 
grounded in well-informed teaching practices, the use of technology allows a wider range of voices to be 
heard, exposing students to opinions and norms outside of their own. 

Questions to Consider YES NO ? 

Do your students work in a group in ways that allow them to create new 
knowledge or to solve problems that can’t be created or solved individually? 

   

Do your students work in groups to create new sources that can’t be created or 
solved by individuals? 

   

Do your students work in groups of members with diverse perspectives and areas 
of expertise? 

   

Do your students build on one another’s thinking to gain new understanding?    

Do your students learn to share disagreements and new ways of thinking in ways 
that positively impact the work? 

   

Do your students gain new understandings by being part of a group or team?    



   

Design and share information 

Students in the 21st century must be aware of the global nature of our world and be able to select, 
organize, and design information to be shared, understood, and distributed beyond their classrooms.  

Questions to Consider YES NO ? 

Do your students use inquiry to ask questions and solve problems?    

Do your students critically analyze a variety of information from a variety of 
sources? 

   

Do your students take responsibility for communicating their ideas in a variety of 
ways? 

   

Do your students choose tools to share information that match their need and 
audience? 

   

Do your students share and publish their work in a variety of ways?    

Do your students solve real problems and share results with real audiences?    

Do your students publish in ways that meet the needs of a particular, authentic 
audience? 

   

 

 

Attend to the ethical responsibilities required by complex environments 

Students in the 21st century must understand and adhere to legal and ethical practices as they use 
resources and create information.  

Questions to Consider YES NO ? 

Do your students share information in ways that consider all sources?    

Do your students practice the safe and legal use of technology?    

Do your students create products that are both informative and ethical?    

  

 

 

 

 

 



Manage, analyze, and synthesize information 

Students in the 21st century must be able to take information from multiple places and in a variety of 
different formats, determine its reliability, and create new knowledge from that information. 

Questions to Consider YES NO ? 

Do your students create new ideas using knowledge gained?    

Do your students locate information from a variety of source?    

Do your students analyze the credibility of information and its appropriateness in 
meeting their needs? 

   

Do your students synthesize information from a variety of sources?    

Do your students manage new information to help them solve problems?    

Do your students use information to make decisions as informed citizens?    

  

 

Create, critique, analyze, and evaluate multimedia texts 

Students in the 21st century must be critical consumers and creators of multi-media texts. 

Questions to Consider YES NO ? 

Do your students use tools to create new thinking or to communicate original 
perspectives? 

   

Do your students communicate information and ideas in a variety of forms?    

Do your students communicate information and ideas to different audiences?    

Do your students articulate thoughts and ideas so that others can understand and 
act on them? 

   

Do your students analyze and evaluate the multimedia sources that they use?    

Do your students evaluate multimedia sources for the effects of visuals, sounds, 
hyperlinks, and other features on the text’s meaning or emotional impact? 

   

Do your students evaluate their own multimedia works?    

 

 

 


